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. the Lord added. 10 the Church 
1 | daily, Such, as ſhould be Hue, 
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H E Weg Ehivch m of late: 
eſpecially; been {o much'talked bf, 
d do little" underſtood The' 
* having confined it to 
their Communion, and exeluded 
— a! others from all pretence to it; ; 
and ſome among us having, out of a pretended, or 
one would rather hope, miſtaken Zeal for ot 
Church, gone into ſuch Meaſares for the Pref; 
tion, as too * tend to the Deſtructi of | 
it, havi by their loud Clachours of imaginity' 
Dan gers, rouo ght it into real dnes: It may not be 
Unlealsnable, 82 ſettle the Notion 6f tlie Word 
Chorch, and to prove agaitiſt the Nomanffis, That 
we ok the: 'Reform'd Church of En land, are 
Members of 4 Tre ànd 1 Pure Chuteh, accord- 
inß to the Scripture (Account bf a reh; and 
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thence to excite thoſe of our Communion to Thank- 


5 A . 8 
er tet „ N 


8 In this * we "ih an PARTE of St. Pe- 
ter's Excellent Sermon on the of Pentecoſt; 
of the great Subje&-and\ of the Glorivus Sncceſs 
of it: His great Deſign was _ prove to the Zews, 
the great and fundamental! Article of che Chriſtiane 
Religion ; That, Jeſys of, Nazareth, whom the 7 
had cracified, and God had 'raifed- Ne the Dea 
was the Meſſias or the Chriſt, This he demon- 


ment relating to the Meſhas,: which he 
their Accomfliſhmeng in| Jeſus an fem 
Miracles which God. had wrought by bim in fl 
midſt of them. | 11% 
This Diſcourſe had fp good m Feet up 
gene chat that D ay ther, urere 3000 — 
2 baptized; and vf theſe, with the. former Diſci- 
Ples, continuing ſtedfaſthy 1 in the Apoſſles Doctrine 
| kl Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in 
ayers, it is ſaid, in my Text, that the Lord 4d. 
to he Church daily ſuch as ſhould, le ſaued. 
: 1 — this is the firſt —— that we meet with 
in the Bible, of a; Chriſtian. Church in Being: 
Our Saviour had faretold that, — build-a; 
Churc we read; not of ne but 


This therefore being a os Primitive husch. 
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and ee which Salvation was to 

be noch L. the Lord added, daily ſuch as. 
ſbawd be ſavad; and therefore we may conclude, 
that — "the Characters, by which this firſt 
Church is deſcribed; are to be found, there is the 
True Church ; and if..the -qorrupts not her ſelf, by 
receiving any deſtrüctive AI! in er 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, oN Rules of. 1 
in Which Salvation is ordinarily to be — 1 
That which; J. ſhall endeavour in my 


preſent 
Diſcourſe nur: toes Marty, wall be. 


(1 
be To enquire hui what ae the Charators 
< ah Requilites to ly, itute a Chriſtian Church. 


. Naid 


| according to the Delengtion of this fut Apoſtli 
cal Church. 


I. To, bew, that thoſe Charadters and Req. 
lies agree to, and are to be found in the Reform 4 
Church of England, of which we are Members; 
and that ſhe. receives no Additions in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Difcipline,, or Rules of: _ ern b, 


deſtroy: or corrupt them. 
— then the bones of 1 my e 45 3 
Son HPO 5: 


I uh, To xn 1 8 to Gad, fore 


early) a True in 

m lle land; * de y. Reforming 1 it; alter ite 

had been . Cope with i 
W an 


Wn. 


— 


: Du 


'6 Ai Ap dadon. 


and Idolatry; for delivering it from the frequent 5 
. lots and ente of our Popiſn . 
Adverſaries "and for” contin urg it pure to Var, 1 
Times. JETER $4 LL mw TIO: 71 4 
d, To perfaade you to'thoſe Things, which 
are neceſſarily required on dur Parts, in order to f 
the continuing of this great Bleſling to us, and 
n it to our e _—_— 
_" 017] #0 IT3123 19001 9 e172! . ET 
(1-15 ary to-enquire briefly 7 what are the Chi | 


racters of, or Requiſites to ce a true Chriſti- 
an Church, according to tlie Deſcription of this 
firſt Apoſtolical Church. on, "iN 

No this Church was is era Number. of 
Perſons, conlifting of ſome Apöſtles, ſome former! 
Diſciples a and new Converts, which repented, be- 
lieved,':and were baptized, in the- Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and continued in hearing the Word 
preached, receiving the Sacraments,” and joining in 
publick Prayers; So that all the Requiſites to make 
ta Church, "that we lat frog” Wade. e 


» * 5 * . 
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EN "That i i de a \Fciery of Perſons, conſiſting - 
of Faſtors duly qualified aud comiſpom d for the: 
Work of the Miniſtry, as the &poſtles were; and 
of People baptized into, and profeſ eſhng t the 47 
of Jeſus Chit! vo 7 l We 

2. That the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 20 
be taught and prefeſe d among them 
3. That the Sacramerits of Chriſt's * Inſtieotion; 

al! adtminiſter d «hl recelv's." 0 And, nat etch 


TORTS be tow e 7 v 211475 A by 


OR | Lafh, 


A Ane S, 
Leh That they have a Publick Worſhip, 


* 
they jointly. preſent, thei 

15 8 deat Ae” 

Y e whole 
. oft profeſs d and. Doarin of Chr 
2, ke See i L N 
adminiſter q; 3, 1 eee be a publick Worſhip 
for us to join le to the Scriptures; 
then are all the in —_ go, wake 3 une Church, 
to be. found in ours: 1 t we have all theſe 
Requiſess in dur Church, 1 AR OMP gone N 
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47 10 we haves lawful Miaiftry, our Biſhops 
are true Biſhops and Prieſts; whoreceiyed 
lay on of Hands from ſuch as were qualified 
y, Hands upon them, and their Orders valid. 
And 15 5 our Adverſaries cannot deny, without 
ove iy at or lame time, their own n 
Orders: For thoſe Holy [1g whom God - 
as, ſed to make uſe of, for the Reformation. of 

wrcch, did receive their Orders from thols 
rot were of, the Church of Rome; 51 and. om 
thoſe bleſſed eformers, our Biſhops 4 Pi 
derive their Succeſſion. So that "Tf _— of the 
Church of Rome have any true ee hn 
the Apoſtles, as they aſſert, and any good Ge 
our Succeſſion likewiſe, -(if we can but male it 
ood ſince the Reformation, which certainly is no 
Mule thing) : muſt be equally true, and our Ox. 
ders cqually valid, and omen 5 we have a 
lawful ee > r Ts 
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due Por does the Scripture. teach any ſuch, thing; 
this Irhich aſſures us, that Chriſt's 1 is in Heaven 
ad there muſt de ul dhe Refi tion, 0 
AF ll Things, and conſequently cannot be, upon 
bg. The Altar: And alſo expreſsly calls the Elements, 
Bread and Wine, after Conſecration. And as for 
46! What Expreſſion of our Saviour's, upon which this 
pretended Change is founded, namely, the Words 
of luſtitution, This. is m Body ;, it cannot be 
ſuppos d, that either our Saviour intended, or 
he Apoſtles underſtood them, in the literal 
nſe; for, for him whilſt he was alive in 
the midſt of them, to take into his Hands, and 
give them his natural: Body and Blood, to be 
bruiſed with their Teeth, and eaten; drank, and 
ſwallowed into their Bellies ; and yet this, fame 
Body, at the ſame time and after, to remain alive, 
and ſound, and whole, without any the leaſt viſi-  - 
ble Change: For that whole and entire Body, 
with the Blood in his Veins, to be that broken 
Body and Blood ſhed, which was not broken or 
ſhed till the Day after, was ſuch a prodigiouſly 
ſtrange thing, as could not but have rais'd Scruples 
in Perſons leſs apt to make Objections than the 
Apoſtles were wont to be, in Matters of leſs Dif- 
ficulty; and yet neither do we find them railing, 
nor our Saviour preventing or anſwering any; 
that we cannot imagine, that he either meant, or 
they apprehended any other Senſe of his. Words, 
than that plain and eafy one, which other Expteſ- 
lions of the like Nature, that ate frequent in Scri- 
pture, do, by our Adverſaries own Confeſſion, 
carry along with * As when the Rock 
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ſaid to be Chriſt, and the Cup the New Teſtalf th 
tnent in his Blood, namely, a figurative Senſe w. 
to wit, that it was the Type, or Figure, or ReY pt 
preſentation of it. And this any one will the th 
tnore eaſily believe, who confiders the Expreſſioni he 

| that were uſed in the Jerriſb Paſſover, to which] © 
this . Sacrament of the Lord's Supper fucceeds ;i| /# 
and how in this, as well as other Caſes, our Lord 8 
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was ,pleaſed to accommodate his Inſtitutions, as 
neat as might be, to the Ceremonies and Phraſes 


95 among the Fews. Now in their Paſchal 


Feaſt, the Maſter of the Houſe took Bread and 
rake it, and bare it to them, ſaying, This is the 
Bread of Affliction, which our Fathers eat in 
Egypt: Our Saviour, in his Inſtitution, takes 
Bread and breaks it, and gives it to them, ſaying, 


This is my Body which is broken for you. As then 
that Bread which the Jews took, and ſaid of it, 
This is the, Bread of Aflition, Xe. was not that 
very Bread, which their Fathers had eaten ſo long 
ago, hüt was only intended for the Type or Fl. 
Sure ot it, ſo neither could the Apoſtles, who 
Wete Jews, and acquainted with this Phraſe or 
Way of ſpeaking, underſtand that Bread which | 
ur Lord held in fits Hand, and of which he fad, 
This is my Botly which is broken for you, to be 
that real Body of his, which ay then ſaw before 
th 


c 


them whole it the Table; but the Type and Fi- 
bure_of that Body, Which was ſhbttly to be bro- 
ken or them upo The'Thols e $17 


a 6, go tiot believe nor teach you, That there is 
101 N EISA A | -| PITS 

ip the Maſs, or Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
a true j röber Sacrifice, propitiatory for the Sins of 


the 


” 
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the Quick and Dead; but yet we cannot ga 
the 


we want any thing in this Point, which 
pture teaches; which has moſt abr alerted, 
that Chriſt is, and can be offer d but once; and 
8 ven us theſe Reaſons for it: 1ſt, That one 
was ſufficient, becauſe by that he bat 7 
fied od for euer — chat are ende 2455 
Chriſt muſt often have ſi red, if he were 8 
offered; for without Suffering, no true Offering; 85 
wichout Shegdi ie ber lacd, eee K 
We neither believe nor teach you, ſach : 3 "third 
Haw 3 in another Life as Purgat e a thoſe 
that have repented, and to w om th ; cop 
Puniſhment of their Sins is remitted, mu 
fer ſuch Pains, as 1 77 not from Hell i Agony, 
hut Duration only, till they have aid the R 1 | 
der of that Debt of Temporal Pain, wh wh ich "Was 
not paid in this Life by their Satisfactions, 1 | 
which they therefore 97 put in his we thin 
we want not any thin g that the Scripture has 
made neceſſary, which n us but of. two 
Places after this Life, the one proper to the Ele& 
and Bleſſed of God, the 5 2 proper to the 
Damn'd; and which aſſures us, that thoſe that 
die in the Lord, are bleſſed: from tbenceforth, in 
that 22 reſt from their Labours. , 
We teach you not, That there is a Stock of 
Merits in the Church which eite applied, will 
be beneficial to the freein you from emp 
Panaſhments, and 10 the Toeed peedy re leaſing of you 
Purgatory. We require not your Money 
(pardon us this Wrong) for Maßes and Indulgen- 


f ces for that Pur | 
: | _ Bon Theſe 
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Theſe and ſeveral other Doctrines held in the 


Church of Rome, indeed we have not in ours; 


but yet they being ſuch as are grounded upon no 
Warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to 
it, we cannot, for wanting them, be ſaid to be de- 
ficient in the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
by whom whatſoever Doctrines have been deliver- 
ed, whether they be contained in the Scriptures, 
ſumm'd up in the Three Creeds, or handed down 
by univerſal Tradition, we readily own and em- 
brace. And as we have this ſecond Requiſite, the 


whole Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſo al. 
ſo have we tge seen 57:1} 16 


$: 34, Namely, The Sacraments of Chriſt's Inſti. 


tution duly adminiſter'd. 'We have thoſe of Bap- 


tiſm and the Lord's Supper, as well as they of the 
Church of Rome; the former more agreeably ad- 


miniſter'd to the Patterns in Scripture, and the 


latter more entire than they have. And as for 


thoſe other Five which they call Sacraments, 


Confirmation, Orders, Marriage, Penance, Ex- 


treme Unction; as to the Four former of them, 
tho' we give them not the Name of Sacraments, | 


yet we have the Things. As for Confirmation, 


5 our Church has appointed an Office r 
for it; and has a Rubrick enjoining Children, ſo 


ſoon as they are come to competent Age, and in- 


” 


ſtructed in the Lord's Prayer, Creed, Ten Com- 
mandments, and the Catechiſm, to be brought to 
the Biſhop to be confirmed by him, to take upon 
themſelves the Vow that was made in their Names 
at their Baptiſm, to have the Biſhop lay his Hands 

upon 
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be Sacraments, as are Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup 
1 Ie. dn 
which ſhe takes it; they either not being of Chrift 
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1 An Aſſere SERMON. 13 
upon them, and pray over them. As for Holy 
Orders, we have it in great Veneration: We think 
no one capable of exerciſing the Miniſtry, till he 


be commiſiion' i to it, by a lawful Im 


ordain: We have the Three Orders of Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons,' which have been in the 
Church from the Apoſtles Time. As for Marri- 
age, we acknowledge it to be, what the Apoſtle 


ſays; Honourable in all Men, in Prieſts as well as 


Laymen; and we have à Grave and Reverend 


Form appointed in our Liturgy, for the Solemni- 


zation of it. And then for Penance, this we have 
likewiſe, tho' we do not exact from you a parti- 
cular Confeſſion of all your moſt private Fauks to 


a Prieſt, as of Neceſſity, in order to the Forgive- 


neſs of them; tho? we do not ſend you on tedious 


Pilgrimages to this or that Saint, to go. bare-headed 


or bare-footed, to ſay over ſo many Pater-Noſters 
or Ave - Maries, to cut and laſh your Bodies for the 


Sins of your Souls; yet does our Church refuſe 
no Sort of Confeſſion, either Publick or Private, 


that may be neceſſary to the quieting of Mens 
Conſciences, or to the exerciſing of that Power, 
of Binding and Looſing, which our Lord has ek 
to his Church. But now, tho our Church has 
theſe Four Things, yet can ſhe not allow them to 


3515 


per; nor in the ſtrict Notion of the Wor 


8 


Inſtitution, not neceſſary to Salvation, or not ge- 


nerally neceſſary to all. As for the Fifth, that of 
Extreme Unction, indeed we have it not, nor ſee 


IAE ne 


Hands: We hold it to be the Biſhop's Part only t 


14 An Aſſeze 8 ERM W. 
any Reaſon for it; it is, as in Uſe-among them, 
an Facing of fick Perſons with Oyl, conſecra- 
ted for the Purpoſe, for the Benefit o manages 
and this they ground upon that of St. amor, i 
Ian be fick, let him ſend for the E rs of he 
| Airy and let them pray over him, anointin 

with Oyl in the Name of the Lord; and 2 

of Fuith ſhall ſve the Sick, and the Lard foal 
| Paiſe bin up. But this Anointing referring, as is 
- evident, to the Health of the Body, and to thoſe 
mithculous Gifts of Healing, which the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians were endued with, and the 
Cares they wrought: by ſuch — and that 
miraculous Power of Healing being lang ſince 
ceafed, we cannot look upon theſe Words to con- 
tain in them the — of a Sacrament, nor 
the Ceremony of Ar ointing, to belong to us. 
But what of this Advice does belong to us, we 
fail not to obey : Our Church adviſes the Sick to 
ſend for the Elders of the Church, to unburden 
their Conſciences to them, if they find them 
troubled with any - weighty” Matter; the Elders 
'pray over the Sick for the Reſtoration of their 
iy Health, if God ſees good, but chiefly for 
the Salvation of their Souls; and by the Miniſtry 
of God's Word, they give them - ghoſtly Advice 
and Comfort, and Abſolotion, E. they humbly 
and heartily Lelire it, for the Eaſe and Quiet of 
Rect Minds: 80 chat whatſoever of theſe Seven 
e cam find any Warrant for in Scripture, our 

Church has, as well as the Church of Nome; 
tho“ we give the Name of Catraments only to two 
of them; choſe two only being appointed b 
Chriſt, as generally neceſſary to Salvation. Loft 
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quiſite we mentioned, to make a true Church. 


An Aſſne SEM oM. 16 
Laſhy, We have a publick Wotſhip to join in, 
agrecable to the Scriptures, the Fourth and Laſt Re- 


And what Part of Prayer, has not our indulgent 


Mother plentifully provided for her Children in 


her Liturgy; are there not meek and humble 
Confeffions of Sins, and thoſe as full as could be 
contrived for the whole Church to join in; are 
there not moſt earneſt and devout Supplications 
for *Pardon, pathetical Requeſts for particular 
Graces, ſubmiſſive Petittons- for Temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, comprehenfive Interceſſhons for others, even 
our very Enemies; for all Men Seraphical Hymns, 
and Pious Thankſgivings. 10:2 
Has ſhe not provided for the Solemnity and 
Order of her publick Adminiftrations, by ap- 
pointing Ceremonies, for their Number few, for 
their Nature decent and edifying 2 Indeed, ſhe has 
not that vaſt Number of ridiculous Ceremonies, 
which are burdenfome, and rather conduce to the 
taking of the Mind from what it ſhould attend to, 
than ſerve to Decency and Edification; ſhe has none 
of that dumb She w, and Pageantry of Devotion, 
which is to be ſeen in the Church of Rome, which 
ſeems not agreeable to thoſe Worſhippers, that 
ſhould Worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth. She has 
no Prayers in her Service in an unknown Tongue, 
which can only amuſe the Congregation, and 
which they cannot join in; but ſurely ſhe is not 
upon chis Account defective in her Worſhip, if 
St. Puul's Judgment may be taken, 1 915 
She has no Addrefles to the Bleſſed Virgin, andl to 
Saints ʒ but yet neither is her Worſhip defective ” 
Sas ; 


16 Zn Aﬀize SERMON. 
this Reſpect, if the Scriptures may be out Rule here- 
in, wherein is neither Command, nor one Example, 
in the Old and New Teſtament, for offering up 
the Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving to any 
but God, but many Prohibitions of ſuch Worſhip. 
We refuſe not that Reſpe& which is due to the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and Saints departed ; we call her 
Bleſſed according to her own Prediction; we 
honour the Memories of Saints, name them at 
our Altars, bleſs God for the Excellencies that 
ſhined in them, and beg for Grace to imitate 
their Examples; but we dare not by praying to 
them, give them that Worſhip- which God has 
incommunicably reſerved to himſelf; and which 
if they were ſenſible of, and we could hear theirRe- 
Plies, they would certainly forbid, with a ſee yon 
We give not any Worſhip to Images, yet can- 
not think our Church defe&ive in this, ſo 
long as the Second Commandment, however it 
de Ea out in many of the Offices of the Roman 
Church, ſtands unexpunged in the Sacred Leaves 
of the Bible. In a Word, our whole Worſhip is 
ſo ordered, that there is nothing wanting in it 
for the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body, till we 
all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
' Knowledge of the Son of God unto a _ Man, 
unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
: Chriſt. If then theſe Characters of a true Church 
agree to ours; if, as I have ſhewn, ſhe has a Suc- 
ceſſion of Biſhops as certain as Rome it ſelf; it 
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if ſue holdsothe whole Faith and Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles 2 If ſhe has allſthe Sacra» 
ments of Chriſt's ment,, and h. g entire; 
il the hers Linas wolt-3precable (to; the, Frimi- 
tive Ne . en og 9 5 Requilitesto make 
a true Church Ito be, found in her., 5 the 

4, not defect 2 1950 maß requiyed. to make 
her a true. n 43.0 ſhe' not abound, with 
any Thing, t piping 153. uke un- 
Found one; ſhe Ours no Fropoſitiqx o be / be⸗ 

lieved, whichemuſt be falle, if Feten x are | 
that any 7 elſe Pa true; none 


Evidence of, Our. Senſes; deſtroy the J. 


Chriſt's natural Body,, and, 1 th 5 
his Me none that lünen his "Chas 


"3+ & + df & 


charge of the Offices which belong'd to him as 


ſuch; none that-thwart the Purpoſe of his Mani- 


feſtation, by encouragivg Sin, which he came to 


deſtroy. She preſumes not to diſpence with any 
Part of his Inſtitutions, nor does ſhe audaciouſſy 
pretend to make a uy Additions to them. She 


does not in her Worſhip provoke Godt to > Jealouſy, 
by giving his Honour. to Graven Imdges; ; ſhe 

affronts not our one Mediator, by joyning others 
with him; nor does ſhe. amuſe the People with 
Miniſtrations in a ſtrange Tongue, in Nhich they 


cannot; tell, whether they are bleſſing God, or 
curſing Men, In ſhort, ſhe, impoſes no Terms of 


Communion, either as to Fair th or Practice, up- 


on her Members, which are not reconcilcable 


104 


with the Sexiptures z, all which I. could eaſily 
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18 An Aſſze SERMON, 
make out; but as Time will not allow, fo neither 
is it neceſſary to enlarge on this Head, eithef on 
the Account of our Adverſaries, 8 85 great 
Charge Wainſt us, is not ſo much 
tive Dodrines, as for our negative Aﬀtcks) ar not 
ſo much for what we do hold and praftice, as for 
what we do not Hold and Pratice; or on your 
Account, before whom 1 ſpeak, "whom, 1 
truſt, none of theſe Things are hid. ! 7 
Now if theſe Things are be lo, then as our Church 
is à true Chriſtian Church, as having all the Cha- 
racters by which the firſt Chriſtian Church was 
deſcribed; fo is ſhe a Pure Church, as having re- 
ceived no Additions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline, or Rules of Life, which may corrupt her: 
Which was the Point 1 undertook to prove, and 
am now to apply. And, | 


10% Tam to excite your „ Thankfulneſs to God, 
for planting very early, a true Chriſtian Church 
in this Iflind; "for wonderfully reforming it, after 
it had been deſperately corrupted with Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry; for frequently preſerving it ſo 
reformed, from being again overrun 'with them ; 
and for mercifally continuing it pure down to 
our Times, 

And pure indeed our Church at this Time i is; 

moſt agreeable to the Scriptures, are the Religion 
and Worlbip, profeſs d and exercis d in our Com- 
munion : But it was not always fo with us. We 
are now, bleſſed be his Name, Light in the Lord, 
but were ſometime Darknels. ' God indeed did 
vilit us early, with” the glorious Light 2 
| 0 
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Goſpel, which did open upon our Britiſh Ance-. 
ſtors, moſt probably in the very Time of the 
Apoſtles. But when that Cloud, which arcſ: 
upon the Diſſolution of the Roman Empire, at 
firſt, indeed, licele lite © Man's Hand, did. by 
Degrees ſpread it ſelf, ſo that almoſt the whole 
We/tern Heaven was darkned, we were co- 
ver'd with that Midnight Blackneſs, and for 
many Ages did our Anceſtors grope in that 
thick Darkneſs of Popiſh Error, Superſtition, and 
Idolatry; in which a great Part of Chriſtendom 
continues to this Day. But it pleaſed God to 
raiſe up our holy Reformers, Who taking heed to 
that ſure Word of Prophecy, the Holy Scripturet, 
as unto a Light that ſbineth in à dark. Place; 
He did by their Means, make the Day to daun 
again upon us; they diſcover'd thoſe, Abſurdities 
in Doctrine, Corruptions in Diſcipline, Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry in Worſhip, which Avarice 
and Ambition had, during their Hour, and the 
Power 6f Darkneſs, the Times of Ignorance I mean, 
introduced into the Church: They rooted up, in 
a good Meaſure, thoſe Tares which the Enemy 
had Sown in the Night while Men flept, and 
ſecured the good Corn; they overthrew: the Ta- 
bles, and drove out of the Temple the Money- 
Changers, thoſe impious Barterers for Sins, and 
and reſtored the Houſe of God to its Primitive 
Uſe, to be a Houſe of Prayer, where he ſhould 
be worſhipped in Spirit and Truth, 


d, & ' The Evil Spirit being thus ejected, twas no 
d wonder that he walked through dry Places, ſeeking 
is Keef, and found none, till = could return to the Houſe 
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to coine again into it: And indeed he came with 
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dom, which ended not but with the Subverſion 


whthte he came out; and it wis not rwery long 
after ; Was Swept and Gariiſhed; cheforè he found 
an Opportunity, upon the Suſpected Death» of 
that Pious young Prince, King Edward the MIth, 
as great Muth, as if he had known that he bad. 
but a” ſbort Time; the Namber of Hiſhops, of 
Miniſters, of Laity of both Sexev, 'whoeiperiſhed 
by their hard Uſage' in Priſon, or were burnt at 
the Stake; under the ſucceeding Queen, ſor the! 
Sake of their Religion, was fo great, that we may 

accommodatè the Words of our Saviour, in Rela: 
tion to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalum to thoſe 
Times, that ecept t hoſe Days had been ſbortned, 

there ſhobld no Proteſtant have been ſaued or 
eſcaped z hut for the Ele#s:Shke thoſe Days were 
ſbortned, and God put an End to that Perſocution, 


Upon the Succeſſion of our glorious Eligabeth 
to the Throne, the Reformation revivd, and was 
carried on to Perfection; and notwithſtanding 
the many ſeeret Conſpiracies, and open Attempts 
of the Romiſh Faction, encouraged by the Pope; 
and aſſiſted by Princes of that Communion, to 
deſtroy it; God preſerved; our Holy Religion in 
its Purity to this Nation; during the long and 
happy Reign of that Queen, during that of her 
Succeſſor, and for many Years of that of his Son; 
till being provoked by our Sins, he permitted 
an unnatural Civil War to break out in the King- 


an 
wp] 
Fa 
W 
g* 
v 
M 
of 
C 
in 
hi 
a 
w 


of the. Government, the Deſtruction of the 
Church, and the execrable Murder of the King. 
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dn Ae SERMON: 21 
From that Lime indeed, our Jerieſalem ſeem d ta; - 
de an leap of Stones buried in Ruins, and very 
nlikely to riſe again into that beautiful Building, 
yhich it had been; but God was pleaſed in Fudge. 

ent to remember: Mercy, to turn our Captivity; 

and comfort us: again, for the 14 ine in 1 ich be: 

bad: plagued us, by reſtor ing the Royal Family, 
and with it our Government and Church: And 
whatever Inclinations to Popery, ſome of that | 
Family might have brought Home with them 
whatever Intereſt and Power ſome known or dif 
guiſed Papiſts miglit have had at that Time: 
bhatever Deſigns were laid here, whatever 
Meaſures were concerted wich the great Enemy 

of the Proteſtant: Religion Abroad, whatever 
Cunning Artifices were uſed, whatever Force was _ 
intended to be uſed, to bring Popery' back again, 
hither, God over-ruFd. and diſappointed them allz 
and our Reform'd Church, and Holy Religion 
were preſerv d to us during that Rei gg. 
What happen'd in the ſucceeding one, I 
need not recount; you muſt remember, you 
cannot forget the large Steps that were then 
taken, to root out the Northern Hereſy, to bring 
this Church under the Tyranny of the Biſhop of 
Roma; what dreadful Apprehenſions we all had 
of an impending Ruin, our Hearts even failing u 
for Fear, and for looking after thoſe Things which 
we thought were then coming upon us ; But God 
again raiſed up a Deliverer for us, and by the 
ſafe and ſeaſonable Arrival of his late . Majeſty: 
of Glorious Memory among us, brought about 
that happy Revolution; ta which, however 
J ungrateful 


22 An Aſſrze SRM MW. 
ungrateful People, ungrateful to God as well as 
Man, vilify or condemn it, We under God, owe 
the Enjoyment. not only of our Civil Rights, but 
of our Reform 'd Eſtabliſh'd Religion for Twenty- 
Seven ears backwards; that we have our pre- 
ſent Gracious King upon the Throne; that the 
Succeſſion is ſettled in a Proteſtant Family; that 
under Him and them, if we do not by our Sins 
and Follies hinder ſo great-a Bleſſing, we and 
dur Poſterity may Worſhip God in the Beauty of 
Holineſs, in the Communion. of the Church of 
England, for many Generations. And do not 
theſe Mercies of God, call for a grateful Acknow- 
ledgment from us? Alas! without thoſe gracious 
ions of Providence, we had ftill fate, as 
our Popiſn Anceſtors did heretofore, in _ 
and the Shadow ' of Death; "tis of his t 
Mercy, that the Day Spring on High bath vi- 
f ted us, that we are called out of that Darkneſs, 
into bis marvellous Light; that inſtead of having 
the Scripture, that Light to our Feet, ſhut up 
from us; inſtead of being muffled up in an implicit 
Faith, and blind Obedience, of being obliged to 
contradict our Senſes, to believe againſt Reaſon, 
and pray without Underſtanding; to mvocate 
thoſe as Saints, of whom ſome never were in 
the World, and others were Scandals to it; to 
give Divine Worſhip to Images and Relicks, and 
à Piece of Bread : We have the free Uſe of the 
Bible in our own Tongue; have no Doctrines 
impoſed upon our Faith, nor Duties in our Pra- 
&ice, but what the Scriptures plainly teach, and 
impartial Reaſon muſt approve; have all our ws 
1 ſhip 
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the only Mediation of the one Mediator betwixt 


neceſſarily required on our Parts, in order to the 


An Aſſrze SERMON, 23 
ſhip/adrviniſter'd in a Language we underſtand; 
have all our Addreſſes offer d up to God through 


God and Man, Chriſt Jeſus; and all our Religi- 
ous Worſhip paid to him, to whom alone it is due, 
the Lord our God, whom only we muſt ſerve. 
Theſe and all other the ineſtimable Benefits of the 
Reformation, and Bleſſings which we now enjoy 
in the Communion of this Church, are owing to 
the Grace and Bounty of our merciful God; and 
if we * * Senſe of them, we ſhall not 
want any further Arguments, to engage us to ſhew 
our —— Thankfulneſs to him for them: Nor, 

in the ſecond place, i 00 
2. To perſuade us to thoſe things, which are 


continuing of this great Bleſſing to us, and the 
tranſmitting it to our Poſterity; and they are, 

1, An hearty Concern for, and à zealous En- 
deavour, in our ſeveral Capacities, to ſecure His 
preſent Majeſty's Government, and the Succeſſion 
of this Crown in His liluſtrious Proteſtant Family. 
It is quſt Matter of Wonder and Amazement, 
that, after ſo many repeated Oaths, wherewith 
the Subjects of this Kingdom have engaged them 
ſelves to God and'the King, That they will bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to His Majeſty, that 
him they will defend againſt the Pretender, whom 
they have ſolemnly abjur'd, and all his Adherents, 
it ſhould be needful to urge any other Motives, 
beſides that of the ſacred Obligation of an Oath, 
to perſuade them to do that, which they have, in 
the moſt awful manner, calld God to a 
& bbs 4 tnat 


that they would do. But here is the Ohligatio 
of Intereſt, added to that of an Oath; upon al 
true Members of our Church; the Safety, an 
Happineſs, nay, the very Being whereof; under 
God, depend upon the Preſervation: of His Ma- 
.jeſty's Government, and the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in His Royal Houſe. - Enquire into the 
Times of your Fathers, aſk of the Nations round 
about, whether ever a Popiſh Prince did protect 
a Proteſtant Church; nay, whether they have not 
always endeavour'd, when they have had Power 
to do it, to extirpate Proteſtants out of their Do- 
minions, that the very Name of them might not. 
be had in Remembrance. This is what their Re- 
ligion obliges them to do, under Pain of Anathe- 
mas and Excommunications here, and Damnation 
hereafter. A 2831 elf [5 ibis 
This is our preſent Caſe: We have a King 
upon the Throne, adorn'd with all the Wir- 
tues that can recommend a Gracious Prince to 
a Wiſe People; One that lives in eonſtant Com- 
munion with our Church; that has given His 
Royal Word and Oath to protect and encourage it; 
and has never omitted giving Proofs of his Since- 
-rity, whenever any Occaſion has offer'd, of ſhew- 
ing His Kindneſs and Favour to it: One who is 
bleſs d with a Flouriſhing Royal Iſſue, under whom 
we may hope the great Bleſſings may be tranſmit- 
ted to our Poſterity, which we enjoy under him. 
On the other Side, here has been a Rebellion raiſed 
to dethrone His Majeſty, and ſet up a Pretender; 
one thit has ſuck d in the Principles of Popery 
and Tyranny with his Milk; been educated in the 
41 crue 
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Terror into them? Has. Nd the former n | 
ted to.Cowardice and Fear4:andJhave nox the, 


abt Renſpntto believe, that theugh the. Ly; | 

appear not no in che Field i they axe yet; 5 

iu ttlein private Cabals?; Ho e PREY. 

the Rel Ocheit ene ka dee 
ethods that are uſefl H e· ug Fe 

Nation, by moſt monſtrgus It ies and 2 Li. 


mults — Riots. and that eyem in the Met: 
where His Majeſty was e and the 
ment fitting 2 What can be the Meaning of ſuch 
uren bu to a ek thew | 

arty here, and encoutzgeotheir Friends abroad? | 
And what ib call That / x. but; that hoth may b | 
ready, upon a favourable 55 to ma 


ether Attempt againſ un: Pjcl nt Sett] 2 
I ts 


26 


and init 
18 85 the- ee be a Doubt, how 
Ptofeliznts, how Gharchof-Fng ond. Men -ought 
to "behave themſelves in ſuch 4 Conj 
Gar we” pretend to have any 'Valtie for our Relil 
e not ack to che utmoſt of Gur! Capacities 
the Petender, « of it, in Oppoſition to one 
if ever lie be ſertled here, muſt b Te it? 
Ought we not te "Expreſs at leaſt as moch. Zeal 
for thie Preſervation of our happy Conſtituriot 
chen we have the Government, the Lachs, 2 
raft! G69 Nighter bn our Side, ag our Enemic 
u Deftanice to all theſe, haue thewri and⸗ d 
bor the Sabverſion of it? Let not any one 
think, chat Caution and Reſerve will be of any Ad. 
ige t6 him; in Caſe the : Pretender ſhould 
„ 0, 2 Neuters, and even the 
"Abettets 'of his Cauſe, will ſhare'! the 
ade Fate with thoſe that honeſtly and bravely 
ite His“ Zeal,” his Revenge, will know 
ns indte Diſtindion, than tlie be Duke 
TY Abs Sword did in the Low. Countries; there 
catr be ng Merit in Ptoteſtants y: | Hereticks, let 
them behave therſelves how they will, are Here- 
tic lt and ir cke tkey intend to continue ſach, 
they malt refolve do ſuffer as ſuch. 
* Fs had but Two Popiſh Reign) openly 
5vow'Q to be ſuch; fince the Reformation, and 
they have k both proved the Truth of this Ob. 
ſervation” in both of them, thoſe Proteſtants 
hd had been moſt forward land zealous in 
3 hg thoſe Princes tö the Throne, were the 
birlt found Tale to repent of their 2 
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and Madteſs Let us then ſhew- our ſelves; Raw 
tional” Creatures, endow'd wich. 
and Cour that God has not given us the Spi- 
rit of Fear 0 Rye yore] but. of Pomet a 17 6 
Love, and! of _ Mind. God has viibly: 
and 7 A ferlus, and Hat the 
need we fear) hg are againiſt 125 Let us ea. 
lutely do our Duties, in our reſpective Station, 
for the ſtreng ening of tlie Hands: uf theo- 


vernment, and the diſheartning all the Fami 

of it; afld; — in wee Addreſſes th God 
beg of him to look upon the Fact of his A. 
nointed ; to protect his Perſon; e e 
ny prefide in his Qoundils, and go fart 
with his Atmies; to eſtabliſh che Thing that 
be hach wrought, for us; - that: 1 


Royal Iſſue, this Churcli may ong and joyfuli 
{erve God, in all (ally Ge This ache 
Firſt. % OHNE i Sin satt Ste: 
4 4007 l en en 
The geg Durp-requite of us, is, tarefully 
to avoid all Factions and Drviſions among our 
ſelves. An Houſe, or 4 King dam divided ag inſt 
it ſelf, our Saviour has tald us, cannon und, 
but is brought to Deſolation: Ti adi it is, moſt equal 
and juſt in God, to ſafer thoſe, who, con- 
trary to his Commands, are biting and devouring 
one another, to be conſumed one of another. This 
would be the Cale of a Society, diſtracted with 
Parties and Factions, though they had no com- 
mon Enemy to deal with, their mutual Animoſi- 
ties, and inteſtine Divifions would undo them. 
en any foreign _ But how much more 
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What Enemies then are all ſuch to this 
who pretend to be Members of her, and yet ad 
Lives that would bring a Scandal upon the looſeſt 
Religion ? Profeſs a mighty Zeal for her, but ſhew 
it chiefly in talking and debauching for her: How 
much more effectually would ſuch, if they reſolve 
to continue in their wicked Courſes, ſhew their 
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hey are treacherouſly betraying her to the Inſults 
of her Enemies, and the Judgments of God. 

My Brethren, if we would engage God to pre- 

ſerve this Church to us, let us expreſs our Love 
and Zeal, not fo much in Talking, as in Living 
for her: Let us ſhew the Excellency of her Con- 
ſtitution above that of any other, by the Influence 
it has upon her Members; by making us more 
Holy_and Juſt, more Temperate and 
Humble and Charitable, more Eminent in all 
Chriſtian Graces, than others. This would be the 
way to prevail with God, to continue to hedge, 
land fence, and ſecure this Vineyard, when he 
ſhallſee the Charge he has been at, turn to ſo good 
Account; the Manuring and Cultivating he has 
beſtowed upon it, anſwered by ſuch a Crop of the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs. ' And this, with his Bleſ- 
ſing, will be alſo the moſt probable Method to 
enlarge and ſtrengthen her, by bringing ſuch, as 
have hitherto ſeparated from her, into the Pale of 
her Communion ; who ſeeing the Light of our 
good Works ſhining with ſuch a Brightneſs before 
them, may be thereby induced to join with one 
Mind and Mouth with us, in glorifying our Father 
which is in Heaven, 
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